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What is claimed is : 

^^KA method of processing a voice message, the method comprising: 

^a,} performing voice recognition on at least a portion of the voice 
message to geh^rate a textual representation of the voice message; 

(b) detectin^XP 08 ^ 011 °f a spoken number in the textual 
representation of the voicefri^ssage; 

(c) determining a playback>start position based upon the position of 
the spoken number; and 

(d) playing the voice message starting atthe^playback start position. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the spoken number includes a plurality of 
spoken digits, and wherein detecting the position of the spoken number includes 
detecting a start position of a leading digit in the plurality of spoken digits. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the playback start position 
includes setting the playback start position to a position earlier than the position of the 
spoken number. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving user input to find a 
previous number from a current playback position in the voice message, wherein 
detecting the position of the spoken number includes detecting an immediately 
preceding spoken number from the current playback position. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving user input to find a 
next number from a current playback position in the voice message, wherein detecting 
the position of the spoken number includes detecting an immediately succeeding 
spoken number from the current playback position. 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising displaying at least a portion of 
the textual representation to a user. 
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7. The method of clair^J^i^her comprising automatically dialing the spoken 
number. 

8. The method of^el^im 7, wherein automatically dialing the spoken number is 
performed in response to user input>^^ 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein detecting the spoken number includes 
detecting that the spoken number is a telephone number. 
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10. A methed^yf processing a voice message, the method comprising: 

(a) perfonriing^vtrteeL£ecognition on at least a portion of the voice 
message to detect a spoken number nvOte^Qice message; and 

(b) automatically dialing the detected spokerTmupber. 



11. The method of claim 10, wherein automatically dialing the detected 
spoken number is performed in response to user input. 

12. The method of claim lOT^ktier comprising determining that the spoken 
number is a telephone number. 



Page 23 of 28 
IBM RO999-108 

WH&E IBM/116 
Patent Application 



♦ • 

-24- 

-^13. An apparatus, comprising: 

^^(a) a memory within which is resident a voice message; and 

(b) aphgram resident in the memory and configured to perform voice 
recognition on at least apportion of the voice message to generate a textual 
representation of the voice message, to detect a position of a spoken number in 
the textual representation of the voice message, to determine a playback start 
position based upon the position of the spokett^amber, and to play the voice 
message starting at the playback start position. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the spoken number includes a 
plurality of spoken digits, and wherein the program is configured to detect the 
position of the spoken number by detecting a start position of a leading digit in the 
plurality of spoken digits. 

15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the program is configured to 
determine the playback start position by setting the playback start position to a 
position earlier than the position of the spoken number. 

16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the program is further configured to 
receive user input to find a previous number from a current playback position in the 
voice message, and wherein the program is configured to detect the position of the 
spoken number by detecting an immediately preceding spoken number from the 
current playback position. 

17. The apparatus^f^laim 13, wherein the program is further configured to 
receive user input to find a next numteJom a current playback position in the voice 
message, and wherein the programfis c^figurejbtcj^etect the position of the spoken 
number by detecting an immediately succeeding spoken N fruqiber from the current 
playback position. 
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18. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the program is further configured to 
display at least a portion of the textual representation to a user. 

19. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the program is further configured to 
automatically dial the spoken number. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the program is configured to 
automatically dial the spoken number in response to user input. 

21. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the program is configured to detect 
whether the spoken number is a telephone number. 



Page 25 of 28 
IBM RO999-I08 
WH&E IBM/1 16 
Patent Application 



-26- 

22T^Aft^B^aratus s comprising: 

(a) a memfcry^vUhin which is resident a voice message; and 

(b) a program residenH«4he memory and configured to perform voice 
recognition on at least a portion of the Tv^rsemessage to detect a spoken 
number in the voice message, and to automatically^fral^he detected spoken 
number. 

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the program is configured to 
automatically dial the spoken number in response to user input. 

24. The apparatus of clanrkA, wherein the program is configured to detect 
whether the spoken number is ^Jpl€pnSrtes3jimber. 
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25>^4program product, comprising: 

(a) ^p{ogram configured to perform voice recognition on at least a 
portion of a voice mfes^age to generate a textual representation of the voice 
message, the program furthef^&ojifigured to detect a position of a spoken 
number in the textual representation ofHt^e voice message, to determine a 
playback start position based upon the positiori^cifthe spoken number, and to 
play the voice message starting at the playback start position; and 

(b) a signal bearing medium bearing the program. 

26. The program product of claim 25, wherein the signal bearing medium 
includes at least one of a transmission medium and a recordable medium. 
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27. Aerogram product, comprising: 

(a) a prograiTi-GQnfigured to perform voice recognition on at least a 
portion of a voice message to ctets^t a spoken number in the voice message, 
and to automatically dial the detected sp&ken number; and 

(b) a signal bearing medium bearing the prbgqim. 
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